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all false. The truth, however, is not I presume of much
moment to the world.
All well.

Yours very truly,

R. Cooper.

FROM EVAN EDWARDS

Charleston, So. Ca., July 25, 1843
Dear Sir,

In looking over some old papers I came across the en-
closed letter from my uncle Lt. Edwards, who was on
board the Niagara, at the battle of Lake Erie.

I do not suppose it contains any thing that would be
new to you, but as you have in your naval history and
elsewhere endeavoured to clear the character of Com.
Elliot, from the charge of misconduct at Erie, I take the
liberty of sending it to you, as the evidence of a gallant
officer in his favor. I do this more readily as in a work
called the naval book, lately seen by me, certificates of
Com. Elliot's officers are published condemning his con-
duct on that occasion.

If the letter should prove in any way useful or inter-
esting to you it would give me sincere pleasure, and if it
does not, why it will give you no trouble.

Lt. Edwards died of Typhus fever soon after the date
of his letter. As it is one of the few records we have of
him, I would beg you to return it at your leisure.

I have the honor to be

Your obt. svt.

Evan Edwards.
J. Fenimore Cooper, Esq., New York to whom Stone stated in con-
